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classical larissa imperial

Agev undpxouv ka1 noAAoi
AOYO1 Y10 va aQNOETE, £0TW
Ka1 y1a Aiyo, tnv noAutéleia

tou Classical Larissa Imperial.
‘Evas ané autous givai

n Qwtoypaikn Aéoxn
Adpioas. H Baoihiooa

tns ©eaoalias éxel OAa

ta QAas otpappéva navw tns!
Eival to andAuto tonio

o€ pa kopvida, aAAa

Ka1 0 t0nos nou gihogevei

Evav QPEOKO Kal
NPWTONOPIaKO KAANITEXVIKO

Qopéa.
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shoot...

the

Queen

of

salia

keipevo Mapia T{wptfakn | text Maria Tzortzaki

© Stamou Vagia

Not many things are
worth leaving the luxury
of the Classical Larissa
Imperial behind, even
for a while. One of them,
however, is the Larissa
Photography Club (LPC).
Larissa, the queen of
Thessalia, has all the
spotlight aimed straight
at it! It is the ultimate
setting in a frame, but
also the location hosting
a fresh and innovative
arts organisation.



Kdanote o louditep Mnéviapiv avapwinBnke av n puroypagia €xel
pouogiakn-ekBeoiakn agia. Lov 210 aidva, autd gival ma avapgioBitnto,
H owtoypapia eivar xvn kar autd épxetar va emBeBamoer o Avbpéas
Katodkos, nou pas cuativel in Qwtoypa@ikn Aéoxn Adpioas. «And 1o
1996, n ®AA aoxoheital ouotnpaukd Pe tn peAén, tny avantuén kal

tn 61a600N s EWTOYPAPias ws OUYXPOVOU EKPPACTIKOU KAl EIKACTKOU
pEoou», pas Agel. Ava@épetal o autod 1o Pikpd noMuoukd Balpa, nou €xel
a@hogl 1o 61ké Tou anotinWHa ota KAANTEXVIKG SpMHEVA tns EAANVIKAS
nep1péperas.Edm kar 14 xpoévia, hoindy, pe pabhpata pwioypapias, ekBéoers
kan ogpivapia, n @AA €xer yiver 10 OtEKT OV EKEIVwV Nou ayanouv tn payikn
aUTA TEXVIKA, TNV 181aiTEpN auth xvn. «Auto Nou KAVE! th pwioypapia va
Eexwpflel and s GAAES TEXVES €ival N GUETN OXEON NS LIE TNV TEXVOAOYIaN,
eEnyel 0 A. Katodkos, evd e T putoypa@ikn ou pnxavi anabavatile
kGOt pépa ouypés and tnv Adpioa. Ti npoupd va gwioypapide;

«OAn n nGAn kpUBe pwtoypaPikd evdiagépov, avahoya pe t 61G0son

Ka1 Us NPOUPAGCEIS NOU PNOPET va EXE1 KAVEIS», ONPEIDVE! Kal NPOoBELE!:
«Eya pwtoypagilw kaBnpepiva os authy ty ndin, b kar 2 xpovia,

Y10 éva QuToypa@ikd nPeEPOoAdGYIo nou diatnp oto Hiadiktuo kal

OEV UNop® va Nw Nws otEPEPe anod elkoves». Ki av exete NON enmoke@Oei

in Gwroypapikn Agoxn Adproas, «noAAG eivan akdpa autd nou pnopeite

va Oefte otnv NOAN pas», SraBeBadve o pwtoypagos. Npoteivel

jna eniokeyn: «oto A” Apxaio B€atpo tns Adpioas, ato Ao tou gpoupiou,
Onou onpepa omletan n KAEIOT TOUPKIKN ayopd kal to Mneleotéwy,

oto Apxaiohoyiké Mouaeio pe s a§16Moyes UMOYES Tou, otn Anpotiki
MvakoBnkn Adapioas — Mouoeio I'. I. Katoiypa pe wa ondvia exkbépara,

oto Aaoypa@iké Mougceio, ald ka1 oto Becoahko Oéatpoy.

L (na noAn pe woa aflobéata, nou n eUON s éxel Saer an\oxepa
OLOP@IES KA1 xapiopata, évas xmpos oteyalel Pia and us mo napaywyikes
K KATa§IWPEVES QWTOYPAPIKES opades atny EAMGba. Me éva «khik»,

£XE1 KataQepe va kepdioel ouppetoxés o peouBal, va apnoel 1o 61ko s
KaANTEXVIKO Otiypa ka1 va nepacer éva onpavukd Phvupa, Nou oucIaoukd
£lval Kar o otoxos s Agoxns. Onws avagépel kar o A. Katadkos: «Mpoona-
Houpe va gpgpoupe 600 1o duvatdv NEPICOOTEPOUS VEOUS avBpmdnous kKovid
pas, yia va dpactnpionoinBouv pe Snpioupyiko tpono. Ze aviibeon pe

10V Unxaviouko tpono pe tov onofo éxouv HaBel va Aertoupyoly atous
NeP10COTEPOUS ToWETs Tns {wns tous». H npwtelouoa ths Beooarias embidker
va xapiog! dnpioupyikd kivntpa aAhG Kan pia GMN nvon atnv éxvn,

bivovtas duvapiké napdv ota NONTOUKE NPAYHATA TNS XWPas Kal KAvovias
v €KNAnEn e auth v pikpn 6aon dnpioupyias.

Endpevo Bnpa; «H cuvepyaoia pe dMes puioypa@ikes opddes

T0U €EWTEPIKOU», PaS anoKaAUNTEl 0 QWIOYPA@os, evay Hev Napakeine

va avapepBei ot onpavukotepn ékBeon s OAA, pe tho «DwIoypagikes
Arawnmaogis» kar 1o 1o s ékBeons otnv EMaGda. H ékBeon aneuBuvBnke
O10 ENMINVIKO KOO Kat graotevinBnke atny Katepivn, th Bsooahovikn,

v Kapbitoa, tnv ABhva, tov TupvaBo, tov Boro, tn Mutkivn kar tv Matpa,
kAgivovtas to taior tns atn Adpioa. Kai kanws £to1, n npwiedouca

tns Becoaiias HETaPOPPWOVETaT OE éva KOMAL and NOAUXPWES EIKOVES,

MNOU CUYKEVIPWVE] TO KAANTEXVIKG evOIapEPOV VEWY KOl TAAAVTOUXWY
onpoupydv. Ohwv ekeivwy, NOU PE PEPAKT KAl ayann pixvouv Gws

ous ouypés tns kaBnugpvotntas kai, xwpis Photoshop, naymvouv

010 XpOVo TNV Mo yvAoia NAeUpd s olyxpovns ENNVIKAS Enapxias.

«KaBe ouypun eivar povabikn. Av npohdBeis va t eis kar va tpaBnéers

Classical Larissa Imperial

Get in the shot yourself, strike a pose and get ready for some
photographic meanderings with the lush green plain as a backdrop!

Try a journey from the darkroom to the computer screen, from film

to digital images and from the better-known sights to the lesser-known
corners of this city.

At one time, Walter Benjamin wondered if photography had any
museum-exhibitive value. In the 21st century, that is no longer in doubt.
Photography is an art and that is confirmed by Andreas Katsakos, who
leads the introductions to the Larissa Photography Club (LPC). “Since
1996, the LPC has been systematically involved in the study, development
and dissemination of photography as a contemporary medium of
expression and visual art,” he says of the small cultural miracle that has
left its own mark on the artistic happenings of the Greek provinces,

So, for 14 years now, through photography lessons, exhibitions and
seminars, the LPC has become a gathering place for all those who love

this magical process, this unique art. “What sets photography apart from
other arts is its direct relationship with technology,” Katsakos explains,
as he makes daily records of moments of life in Larissa with this camera.

What does he like to shoot? “The whole city has something of interest,
depending on the mood and preferences someone might have,” he says,
adding, "I've taken photos in this city every day for the last two years for
a photo diary that I have on the Internet and I can't say that it has run out
of images.” And if anyone has already visited the Larissa Photography
Club, "there is still a lot to see in our city,” the photographer reassures us,
and suggests a visit to “the first Ancient Theatre of Larissa, Fortress Hill,
where the Turkish market and Bezesteni are located, the Archaeological
Museum with its notable collections, the G. I Katsigra Larissa Municipal
Art Gallery — Museum with its rare exhibits, the Folk Art Museum and
the Thessalian Theatre.”

In a city with so many sights, where nature has generously bestowed
its bountiful gifts, there is a place where one of the most productive and
recognised photography clubs in Greece. It has managed with just once

© Stamou Vagia
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@ Dimitris Pallis

™ AAYN OTo ANOKOPUPWA TNS OUYHAS, £loa Tuxepos», oXOMAdE!
o A. Katodakos. «Exeis pia ka1 povo ouypn Kar €va povo KRk y1a va
10 NETUXEIS QUTO», KATAANYEL.

Av Béhete, hoindv, va avakaAUYete ta noAanid enineda avdyvwons

Lias gwioypagias, va nepinhavnBeite oty niateia, akouyovias

TOV KaANaopo 1ou ahdyou, i va anoAaloete Ta Xpduata tou oupavoy
nave anoé us tapatoes s NoOANs, Sev €xete NOPA va avoitete v oveIpIKA
nuin tns Qwtoypagikns Aéoxns Adpioas. 'H aniws va anoxwpioteite

yia Aiyo tnv aveon tou dwpatiou oas oto Classical Larissa Imperial,

va NAPETE ava XEipas T QWIOYPAPIKA 0as Pnxavi ka1 va oEte agexaotes
ouypés. Mnv avnouxeite, o1 avapviaces oas anéd v noAn Ba peivouy

y1a navia oto aGhunoup s {wns oas!

Qwroypaeikn Aéoxn Adpioas, lveupatko Kevipo LQTHPIOY ZIAZIA
Pobonns 48, Luvoikia Xapauyns, Adpioa, www.fll.gr

© Grigoris Katsianas

“click” to win places in festivals, to make its mark and to get an important
message across, which after all is the club’s goal. As Katsakos says:

“We are trying to get as many young people as possible involved

so that they can become active in a creative way, in contrast with

the mechanical way they've learned to apply to other areas of their lives.”
The capital of Thessalia is trying to offer creative incentives

and give new life to art through its dynamic presence in cultural events
around the country and surprising the world with this small oasis

of creativity. What is the next step? “Our collaboration with other
photography groups abroad,” the photographer tells us, and makes sure
to mention the LPC’s most important exhibition titled “Photographic
Records” and their trip around Greece. The show was held in the Greek
photography field and after being seen in Katerini, Thessaloniki, Karditsa,
Athens, Tyrnavos, Volos, Mytilene and Patra, it returned to Larissa. And
that is more or less how the capital of Thessalia came to be a collage

of multi-coloured images drawing the interest of young artists and
talented creators; of all those who with artistry and love “shed light”

on everyday life. Without a trace of Photoshop, they freeze in time

the most authentic side of modern Greek provinces. “Every moment

is special and if you manage to see it and capture it at its peak, you're
very lucky,” Katsakos says. “You have one and only instant and just one
click to achieve that,” he concludes.

So if you would like to discover the multiple levels of interpreting

a photograph, to wander around the square listening to the canter

of horses, or admire the colours of the sky above the rooftops

of the city, you only have to enter the dream portal of the Larissa
Photography Club. Or simply to leave the comfort of your room

at the Classical Larissa Imperial, take up your camera and experience
some unforgettable moments. Don't worry — the memories of this
city will remain forever in the album of your life!

Larissa Photography Club « SOTIRIOU ZIAZIA Cultural Centre
48 Rodopis St, Haravgi District, Larissa « www.fll.gr

© Andreas Katsatos
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